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(57) Abstract 



A system and method for adaptive optimization of client caching of distributed objects (306) in a client server computer system (300) 
is operational such that when a client system (302) requests multiple objects (306) from an associated server (304), a subset of the selected 
object attributes is initially transmitted to the client (302) and cached locally prior to display of certain ones of the object attributes for 
operation. If a user operation then requires the fetch of an additional attribute for one of the requested objects, it is either fetched from 
the client cache (302) if already cached, or automatically and transparently fetched from the server (304) for subsequent caching at the 
client (302), whereupon the additional attribute is then displayed. In those instances wherein a particular client (302) in the client-server 
computer system (300) commits a change to any of the object attributes, the associated server (304) then updates its own data and notifies 
any other clients and their applications that also have the particular object attribute to update their local cache as well. 
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WO 00/58853 PCT/USOO/00739 
ADAPTIVE OPTIMIZATION OF CLIENT CACHING OF DISTRIBUTED OBJECTS 

5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates, in general, to the field of client- 
server computer systems. More particularly, the present invention 
relates to a system and method for adaptive optimization of client 
caching of distributed objects in a client server computer system. 

10 Fundamentally, conventional distributed object computer systems 

have been implemented using two basic models. In a first system type, 
data and objects may reside on a first system which can then respond 
to messages to process data input to a second system to which it is 
coupled. An example of this technique in a client-server system 

15 configuration would be one in which the server maintains all data and 
objects and then conducts all processing at the client's request for 
presentation of only the results at the client. As is obvious, this is not a 
particularly effective methodology due to the fact that a great deal of 
time and system interconnect resources must be utilized to process any 

20 given request and then present the results at the requesting system, 
thereby unacceptably slowing overall system operation. 

An alternative technique that ameliorates some of the problems 
inherent in the foregoing model is one in which the client system would 
initially pull all requested objects and their attributes from the server 

25 and then process the information at the client itself. However, when a 
potentially large number of objects are involved, the wait for the 
transfer of all of the objects and their attributes, and the attendant load 
this places on the client-server interconnect, memory and central 
processing unit, make this also an unacceptably slow solution in 

30 addition to a very clumsy programming model as the client will 

ultimately have to wait for all of the objects to be transferred before any 
operations can be performed on them. Such methodology also results 
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in the filling of the local client cache with a great deal of data that is 
likely not to ever be needed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Consequently, it would be most desirable to avoid either of these 
5 two methods for processing data in a client-server computer system. In 
accordance with the system and method of the present invention, when 
a client system requests multiple objects from an associated server, a 
subset of the selected object attributes is initially transmitted to the 
client and cached locally prior to display (or manipulation) of certain 

10 ones of the object attributes for operation. If a user operation then 
requires the fetch of an additional attribute for one of the requested 
objects, it is either fetched from the client cache if already cached, or 
automatically and transparently fetched from the server for subsequent 
caching at the client, whereupon the additional attribute is then 

15 displayed or manipulated. In those instances wherein a particular 

client in the client server computer system commits a change to any of 
the object attributes, the associated server then updates its own data 
and notifies any other clients and their applications that also have the 
particular object attribute to update their local cache as well. 

20 In a particular exemplary application wherein, for example, a 

relatively large number of insurance providers is to be operated on at a 
client system, the selected attributes to be transmitted to the client 
from the server may only initially include their names and phone 
numbers, even though there are also a large number of other attributes 

2 5 for each insurance provider object. However, since these additional 

attributes are not initially required as the names and phone numbers 
are displayed for the user's initial operation or manipulation, they need 
not be transmitted to the client at this time obviating the wait and load 
on system interconnect, memory and central processing resources 

3 0 required to send them to the client until they are needed. As can be 

seen, utilizing the adaptive client caching technique of the present 
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invention/computer programs may be implemented that, in essence, 
request a relatively large number of objects from a server, effectuate 
the processing of the object attributes at the client and not incur the 
system interconnect, memory and central processing load and delay 
penalties inherent in conventional client-server processing 
methodologies. 

ChannelPoint, Inc., assignee of the present invention, has 
defined an object infrastructure for implementation of the system and 
method of the present invention in the form of a "huskobject". The 
server transmits these huskobjects to the client in response to a 
request for multiple objects as to which only certain attributes are 
initially of interest or otherwise specified by the client where they are 
then cached. The huskobjects do not contain all of the attributes of the 
objects but only those that are required for initial operation at the client. 
Should the client thereafter require an attribute not present in the 
huskobject and not found in the local cache, a request is automatically 
sent to the server to send the additional attribute. In operation, this 
request is transparent and it appears to the client that all of the 
attributes of the objects have previously been transmitted from the 
server. In this manner, interconnect traffic between the client and 
server is minimized. 

Once the huskobjects are at the client, cache consistency with 
other clients is maintained by a notification mechanism from the server 
which is informed of a client object attribute change commit over the bi- 
directional data communication interconnect. When a data change is 
executed, the server updates its own data and also addresses the 
applications and caches on the other system clients which it knows 
have the same object attribute and would be affected by the change. 

Particularly disclosed herein is a method, and computer program 
product for effectuating a method, for processing information in a 
client-server computer system. The method comprises the steps of 
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initiating a request at a client for multiple objects from an associated 
server, transmitting selected attributes associated with each of the 
multiple objects from the server to the client and storing the selected 
attributes in a cache memory at the client. The selected attributes are 
5 stored at the client for user operation and at least one additional 
attribute required by user operation on one of the multiple objects is 
fetched from the cache memory if previously stored therein or 
alternatively fetched from the server and additionally stored in the 
cache memory. 

10 Further disclosed herein is a client-server computer system 

which comprises a client computer having an associated cache memory 
and a server computer bi-directionally coupled to the client computer by 
means of a data communications path. The client computer is 
operational to request from the server computer at least one object 

15 having a number of attributes associated therewith and the server 
computer responsively transmits a selected subset of the number of 
attributes associated with the object to the client computer in response 
to the request. The client computer automatically fetches a required 
additional attribute for the object other than the selected subset from 

20 the associated cache memory or the server computer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The aforementioned and other features and objects of the 
present invention and the manner of attaining them will become more 
apparent and the invention itself will be best understood by reference 

2 5 to the following description of a preferred embodiment taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 illustrates an exemplary general distributed computing 
system for possible use in conjunction with the system, method and 
computer program product of the present invention wherein general 

3 0 purpose computers, workstations or personal computers are connected 

via communications links of various types; 
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Fig. 2 is a simplified representation of a client-server computer 
system illustrating a number of different objects and the relationship 
between client controllers and server controllers; 

Fig. 3 is an additional simplified representation of the 
interrelationship between a client controller and server controller 
wherein a commit, delete or query operation is initiated by a given 
client controller and the associated server controller then notifies all 
affected other client controllers of that operation; and 

Fig. 4 is a representative logic flowchart of a method in 
accordance with a particular implementation of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

With reference now to Fig. 1 , the environment in which the 
present invention may be used is illustrated as encompassing a general 
distributed computing system 10 wherein general purpose computers, 
workstations or personal computers are connected via communications 
links of various types, for example a client-server arrangement, and 
wherein programs and data, many in the form of objects, are made 
available by various members of the system 10 for execution and 
access by other members of the system. Some of the elements of a 
representative computer system 10 are shown including a general 
purpose workstation 12 (which may function as a "client" in a client- 
server computer system 10) and associated server 14 coupled together 
through an appropriate communications medium 16. 

The workstation 12 may include input/output ("I/O"), central 
processing unit ("CPU") and memory sections (not shown) forming a 
portion of a computer 18 having an associated monitor 20. A keyboard 
22 as well as other manual input devices, such as mouse 24, form a 
portion of the workstation 12 and are coupled to the I/O section of the 
computer 18 to provide user input data thereto. The monitor 20 is 
coupled to receive output from the I/O section to provide visually 
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discernible user output in the form of a graphical user interface ("GUI") 
or other form of user interface. Various types of computer mass 
storage devices may also be coupled to the I/O section of the computer 
18 including a tape drive 26, a hard disk drive 28, a floppy disk drive 30 
5 or a CDROM drive 32 for read/write or read only storage of data. 

Data may also be communicated to the server 14 by means of 
the communications medium 16 (such as a local area network "LAN" or 
wide area network "WAN") intercoupling the I/O portions of the 
workstation 12 and server 14. The server 14 may comprise, for 

10 example, computer tower 34, an associated monitor 36, a keyboard 38 
and computer mass storage device 40. The computer program 
products containing mechanisms to effectuate the apparatus and 
methods of the present invention may reside in the memory portions of 
the workstation 12 or server 14 or any of the various associated 

15 computer mass storage devices such as tape drive 26, hard disk drive 
28, floppy disk drive 30, CDROM drive 32, the communications medium 
16, the computer mass storage device 40 or any other device or 
mechanism for retaining computer program data. 

With reference additionally now to Fig. 2, a simplified 
20 representation of a client-server computer system 200 is shown. The 
computer system 200 includes a number of client computers 202, 204 
on which are running various application programs denominated 
Application 1 and Application 2 respectively. A Server Process is 
illustrated as running on server computer 206. In this figure, a number 
25 of different objects (for example, "MCC", "PCC" and "DCC") on the 
client computers 202, 204 are shown (where "CC" = Client Controller) 
and their relationship to the corresponding objects ("MSC", "PSC" and 
"DSC") on the server 206 (where "SC" = Server Controller). 

With reference additionally now to Fig. 3, an additional simplified 
3 0 representation of a client-server computer system 300 is shown 

illustrating the interrelationship between a client controller 302 and a 
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server controller 304. When a commit, delete or query operation is 
initiated by a given client (for example, client controller 302) with 
respect to one of a number of huskobjects 306, knowledge of this 
operation is then passed to the server controller 304. The associated 
server controller 304 then modifies its own corresponding data 
accordingly and further notifies all other affected client controllers of 
that operation such that the change can be acted upon by their 
application program and any new value of the attribute added to their 
respective cache. 

The query from the client controller 302 to the server 304 is used 
to specify the objects desired and the attributes associated with those 
objects that are requested to be transmitted because of their immediate 
interest to the client application. 

With reference additionally now to Fig. 4, a representative 
process 400 in accordance with the present invention is shown. The 
process 400 is initiated when a given client in a client-server computer 
system requests multiple objects from an associated server at step 
402. At step 404, the server responsively transmits selected attributes 
of the requested objects to the client instead of transmitting all 
attributes associated with the requested objects. When the requested 
objects with their selected attributes are received at the client, they are 
cached locally at step 406 and then displayed (or manipulated) for user 
operation at step 408. 

When a user operation at the client causes the need to fetch at 
least an additional attribute of any object at step 410, a determination 
is made at decision step 412 as to whether the additional attribute is 
already cached locally at the client location. If it is, then at step 414, 
the additional attribute is fetched from the local cache. Alternatively, if 
the additional object has not previously been cached at the client, the 
client automatically and transparently fetches the additional object from 
the associated server at step 416. Thereafter, whether fetched from 
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the local cache or from the server, the additional attribute is now 
available at the client at step 420. 

In the event that the particular client system commits a change to 
any locally cached attribute at decision step 422, the server is made 
5 aware of this and then proceeds to update its own data as well as 
notify any other affected clients and their applications to update the 
data and their local cache at step 424. 

An exemplary illustration of the system and method of the 
present invention is for a client user to request all insurance providers 

10 (i.e. objects) in a given geographic location. In response to receipt of 
the object data, the client system will display or manipulate them, and 
from that displayed list, select the one of interest. As can be seen, 
since it is highly likely that the user will really only need to see a list of, 
perhaps, the name and address of the various insurance providers at 

15 first, huskobjects containing only the name and address of the 

insurance providers requested is really all that is needed initially. To 
have provided all available attributes for each of the providers would 
not only have unacceptably increased the client-server data traffic and 
resulted in a long wait for the data to be transferred, it would also serve 

2 0 to over-populate the client's cache with many attributes and objects 
which will never be needed. 

Through the use of the system and method of the present 
invention, objects can be dealt with at the client location as if the 
objects and their attributes were completely present without having to 

2 5 transmit everything from the server in bulk. Those attributes that are 

initially requested may be set by the application software based on the 
likelihood that certain attributes of the objects are the ones most likely 
to be needed at first and those associated with them that is most likely 
to be needed next once an object of interest has been determined. 

3 0 The application software can also determine that if certain attributes 

(e.g. x, y and z) are initially requested, then there is a high probability 
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that attribute "q" will be needed later. In this example, attributes "x", 
"y\ "z" and "q" may be sent at one time. In operation, objects and their 
attributes can be fetched by following links to other objects or by query 
which specifies the attributes of particular interest when a number of 
5 objects are requested from the server. In other instances, attributes 
can be pinned to each other such that, for example, a request for 
attribute "x" would also always bring over "y" if the latter where pinned 
to the former. 

While there have been described above the principles of the 

10 present invention in conjunction with specific client-server computer 
system configurations and object infrastructure it is to be clearly 
understood that the foregoing description is made only by way of 
example and not as a limitation to the scope of the invention. 
Particularly, it is recognized that the teachings of the foregoing 

15 disclosure will suggest other modifications to those persons skilled in 
the relevant art. Such modifications may involve other features which 
are already known per se and which may be used instead of or in 
addition to features already described herein. Although claims have 
been formulated in this application to particular combinations of 

20 features, it should be understood that the scope of the disclosure 
herein also includes any novel feature or any novel combination of 
features disclosed either explicitly or implicitly or any generalization or 
modification thereof which would be apparent to persons skilled in the 
relevant art, whether or not such relates to the same invention as 

25 presently claimed in any claim and whether or not it mitigates any or all 
of the same technical problems as confronted by the present invention. 
The applicants hereby reserve the right to formulate new claims to such 
features and/or combinations of such features during the prosecution of 
the present application or of any further application derived therefrom. 

30 What is claimed is: 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A method for processing information in a client-server computer 
system comprising: 

initiating a request at a client for multiple objects from an 
5 associated server; 

transmitting selected attributes associated with each of said 
multiple objects from said server to said client; 

storing said selected attributes in a cache memory at said client; 
displaying said selected attributes at said client for user 
10 operation; 

fetching at least one additional attribute required by said user 
operation on one of said multiple objects from said cache memory if 
previously stored therein; and 

alternatively fetching said at least one additional attribute from 
15 said server and additionally storing said at least one additional attribute 
in said cache memory. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said steps of alternatively 
fetching is carried out automatically in response to a determination at 
said client that said at least one additional attribute is not previously 

2 0 stored in said cache memory. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
also displaying said additional attribute at said client. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
committing a change at said client to one of said attributes 

2 5 associated with one of said multiple objects; and 

communicating said committed change to said server. 

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of: 
updating data at said server associated with said change to one 

of said attributes associated with one of said multiple objects. 

30 6. The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of: 
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notifying other clients associated with said server affected by 
said change to one of said attributes associated with one of said 
multiple objects. 

7. The method of claim 6 further comprising the step of: 

storing said change to one of said attributes associated with one 
of said multiple objects to a cache memory at said other affected 
clients. 

8. A client-server computer system comprising: 

a client computer having an associated cache memory; 

a server computer bi-directionally coupled to said client computer 
by means of a data communications path; 

wherein said client computer is operational to request from said 
server computer at least one object having a number of attributes 
associated therewith, said server computer responsively transmitting a 
selected subset of said number of attributes associated with said object 
to said client computer in response to said request and said client 
computer automatically fetching a required additional attribute for said 
object other than said selected subset from said associated cache 
memory or said server computer. 

9. The client-server computer system of claim 8 wherein said client 
computer further comprises a display for displaying said selected 
subset of said number of attributes associated with said object. 

10. The client-server computer system of claim 8 wherein said client 
computer automatically fetches required additional attribute for said 
object from said server computer if said required additional attribute is 
not already in said associated cache memory. 

1 1 . The client-server computer system of claim 8 wherein said data 
communications path comprises a computer network. 

12. The client-server computer system of claim 8 wherein a change 
to an attribute of said object committed at said client computer is 
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communicated to said server by means of said data communications 
path. 

13. The client-server computer system of claim 12 wherein said 
server computer is operational to update a corresponding attribute in 

5 response to said change committed at said client computer. 

14. The client-server computer system of claim 13 further 
comprising: 

an additional client computer having an associated cache 
memory associated with said server computer by another data 
10 communications path. 

15. The client-server computer system of claim 14 wherein said 
server computer is operational to notify said additional client computer 
of said change committed at said client computer if said additional 
client computer has said corresponding attribute stored in its 

15 associated cache memory. 

16. A computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable code 
embodied therein for processing information in a client-server computer 

system comprising: 
20 computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 

computer to effect initiating a request at a client for multiple objects 

from an associated server; 

computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 

computer to effect transmitting selected attributes associated with each 
25 of said multiple objects from said server to said client; 

computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 

computer to effect storing said selected attributes in a cache memory 

at said client; 

computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 
30 computer to effect displaying said selected attributes at said client for 
user operation; 
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computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 
computer to effect fetching at least one additional attribute required by 
said user operation on one of said multiple objects from said cache 
memory if previously stored therein; and 
5 computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 

computer to effect alternatively fetching said at least one additional 
attribute from said server and additionally storing said at least one 
additional attribute in said cache memory. 

17. The computer program product of claim 16 wherein said 
io computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 

computer to effect alternatively fetching is carried out automatically in 
response to a determination at said client that said at least one 
additional attribute is not previously stored in said cache memory. 

18. The computer program product of claim 16 further comprising: 
is computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 

computer to effect also displaying said additional attribute at said 
client. 

19. The computer program product of claim 16 further comprising: 
computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 

20 computer to effect committing a change at said client to one of said 
attributes associated with one of said multiple objects; and 

computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 
computer to effect communicating said committed change to said 
server. 

25 20. The computer program product of claim 19 further comprising: 
computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 
computer to effect updating data at said server associated with said 
change to one of said attributes associated with one of said multiple 
objects. 

30 21. The computer program product of claim 20 further comprising: 
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computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 
computer to effect notifying other clients associated with said server 
affected by said change to one of said attributes associated with one of 
said multiple objects, 
i 22. The computer program product of claim 21 further comprising: 
computer readable program code devices configured to cause a 
computer to effect storing said change to one of said attributes 
associated with one of said multiple objects to a cache memory at said 
other affected clients. 
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